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Next Muster Friday February7th , 7pm -  Bentley Park Auditorium, Bentley Park  

MC : Tess Earnshaw 0407 385 872  fmlady@westnet.com  

Housekeeping  

Tess Earnshaw is our next MC and she would welcome 

you letting her know if you would like to perform. Tess 

Earnshaw 0407 385 872   

fmlady@westnet.com .  We encourage you to 

learn your poems (begin with a short one) . It is great 

to see several of our new reciters coming to the fore.  

Write up  

Please could you provide Bev/Jem with a couple of lines 

explaining your poem. It just makes it easier for the 

person doing the write up.  

Extra help  

We will have several of our main helpers travelling over-

land during the next few months and would welcome 

some people to stand in the breach to help out.  Some 

assistance is required in the kitchen to help Sue with the 

teas as our wonderful Tony is having surgery.  Also, in 

writing up the muster, the Bully Tin and taking money 

at the door. Please let us know if you are able to help 

( just mention it to 

the committee or 

myself).  
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People are happy to do these jobs 

but it is important to have some 

back up when they are not availa-

ble. Contact details are on the last 

page of the Bully Tin.  

You will notice the many Procras-

tination poems in this issue( our 

January challenge)éa big thanks 

to the non -procrastinating poets 

who answered my call  ED  

mailto:fmlady@westnet.com
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Stop Press  

¢ƘŜ aŀƴ  CǊƻƳ {ƴƻǿȅ wƛǾŜǊ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ  ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻƛƴƎ 

ŀƘŜŀŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ нр ȅŜŀǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ȅŜŀǊ ōǳǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ 

ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ōŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ  ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ 

ǘƻǿƴ  ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊŜǎΦ 

aƻƴŜȅ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ  !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ 5ŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ 

ŀǎǎƛǎǘƛƴƎ Wŀƴ [Ŝǿƛǎ ƛƴ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  {ƘŜ ŀƴŘ 

[ƛƴǘƻƴ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻǎǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛǾŜπ

ǎǘƻŎƪΣ ǎƘŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŜƴŎŜǎΧaŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ǊŜπ

ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ όǎǘŀƎŜΣ ǎƛƎƴǎΣ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΦΦύ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ōǳǊƴǘ ŘǳǊπ

Listening to Macca doing his outside broadcast from Tamworth last Sunday, my mind went back to 

2016 when we were there and I had a my moment of fame live Australia wide. I guess I could claim 

that as my biggest audience yet. Although we are not there this year I am keeping up with Tam-

worth happenings through Facebook.  Those members who have met Dave Proust (Boyup 2010 & 

2017) will be pleased to know that he is keeping ahead of the brain tumour and is still slaying the 

crowds at the Longyard. Terry Bennetts is up for yet another award in Tamworth, this time for com-

poser of the year with ñScrubby Creekò. Good luck Terry and hope no-one steals this award.  

On behalf of WABP&YS, I had the pleasure of presenting an award last month. This an OBE (Over 

Bloody Eighty), duly framed and signed by members at the Christmas muster. The worthy recipient 

was Elaine Smith. She was stoked to get it and has proudly shown it off to her family. Elaine greatly 

values the friendship of the many poets and supporters she and Dave came to know through our as-

sociation. We look forward to having her join us again at Boyup Brook next month.  

Tony is looking somewhat bruised and battered having had a new pacemaker fitted last week. The 

good news is that he is recovering well and will be right for Boyup Brook. Sue is taking extra vita-

mins to cope with having to nurse Tony through his convalescence. Hang in there Sue!  

Rodger is flat on his back following surgery on Monday. Hopefully he will be up and about soon, and 

home for some TLC from Shirley. Rodger does an amazing job as secretary and has managed to an-

swer the demands of no less than five officials at Melville Council in the lead up to Australia Day at 

Wireless Hill. A lesser person would not be able to cope, let alone see the humorous side of bureau-

cracy   gone mad.  

As we are not in Tamworth this year, I am taking the opportunity to embrace the atmosphere of the 

Perth World Fringe Festival. There is a marvellous line -up of talent to enjoy, and I feel extremely 

privileged for us as Bush Poets to be part of this iconic event. Each week we have a show on the 

Crystal Swan, and the interest shown from many much younger artists I meet is very satisfying. We 

have a class act in an iconic venue. It is nice to be recognised as a genuine entertainer. Thank you 

to all the poets who volunteered to come on board. With three different poets each night, we can 

guarantee that no two shows will be the same.  

We have an excellent line -up of poets for Wireless Hill and back again this year are our good friends 

David and Therese Higginson (Campfire Country) providing the music. See you there. 1pm start, but 

bring a picnic lunch and enjoy the music before the showcase begins.  

                                                                                     Bill Gordon     President  



      óWELCOME TO AUSTRALIAô        

TERRY BENNETTS   15/11/19  

WELCOME TO AUSTRALIA, THE LAND OF THE KANGA-

ROO  

THEREôS BILBYôS KOALAS AND QUOKKAôS, WOM-

BATS AND WALLABYôS TOO 

NOW WITH ALL THESE LOVABLE LOCALS, I FIND IT 

HARD TO UNDERSTAND  

WHY SO MANY FOLKS FROM OVERSEAS, ARE SO 

AFRAID OF OUR LAND  

 

COULD IT BE THE BLUE RINGED OCTOPUS, THAT 

FILL YOU ALL WITH DREAD  

FOR WITH ONE TINY LITTLE BITE, YOU COULD END 

UPéé. DEAD 

AND IF YOU TRAVEL WAY UP NORTH, AND BY THOSE 

RIVERS YOU SHOULD STROLL  

DONôT DIP YOUR TOES IN THE WATER THERE, OR 

YOUôLL BE DOING THE CROCODILE ROLL 

YOUôLL BE DOING THE CROCODILE ROLL 

 

AND THEY TELL US THAT OUR SPIDERS, ARE THE 

DEADLIEST AROUND  

THEYôLL BE IN YOUR BOOTS, UNDER THE TOILET 

SEAT OR BURROWS IN THE GROUND  

WE HAVE THE WHITE TAIL, FUNNEL WEB AND 

THEREôS REDBACKS HERE GALORE 

WITH A BITE AS NASTY AS A TIGER SNAKE, ITôS LIT-

TLE WONDER YOU FEAR OUR SHORES  

ITôS LITTLE WONDER YOU FEAR OUR SHORES 

 

AND WHEN IT COMES TO SNAKES IN AUSTRALIA. WE 

HAVE MORE THAN OUR FAIR SHARE  

AND IT DOESNôT MATTER WHERE YOU TRAVEL. THE 

SLIMEY BUGGERS ARE EVERY WHERE  

THEREôS A HUNDRED AND FORTY SPECIES, FOR YOU 

TO GIVE A WIDE BERTH  

AND WE CAN NAME FOR YOU, QUITE A FEW, OF THE 

DEADLIEST HERE ON EARTH  

THEYôRE THE DEADLIEST HERE ON EARTH 

 

 

AND IF YOU VENTURE INTO OUR OCEANS, 

NOW THEREôS ANOTHER WINNER 

WE HAVE SIX METRE LONG WHITE POINTER 

SHARKS, THAT WANT YOU FOR THEIR DIN-

NER  

THEREôS STONE FISH, SEA SNAKES AND THE 

FEARED BOX JELLY FISH  

SO DARE TO  SWIM IN OUR OCEANS BLUE, IF 

EUTHANASIA IS YOUR WISH  

IF EUTHANASIA IS YOUR WISH  

                                                                        

SO WHEN YOU THINK OF AUSTRALIA, AND 

SOME CREATURES WHO SEEM UNKIND  

YOUôLL MAY TELL US TO TAKE OUR HOLIDAY 

PACKAGE, AND SHOVE IT WHERE THE SUN 

DONôT SHINE 

BUT PLEASE COME TO AUSTRALIA, THE LAND 

OF THE KANGAROO  

WEôRE SURE YOUôLL MAKE IT HOME ALIVE, 

AND COME VISIT AGAIN REAL SOON  

WELL WEôRE FAIRLY SURE YOUôLL MAKE IT 

HOME ALIVE, COME VISIT AGAIN REAL SOON    

WELCOME TO AUSTRALIA FOLKS  



 

COMPETITIONS AROUND  

AUSTRALIA  

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !.t! 

ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ  www.abpa.org.au  

  and Writing WA  

FEBRUARY 2020  

1 February - Closing Date - King of the Ranges Written 

Bush Poetry Competition, Cooranbong NSW.  

7 February - Closing Date - Milton Show open perfor-

mance poetry competition, Milton NSW. 

12 February - Closing Date - Orange Banjo Paterson 

Performance Poetry Competition, Orange NSW. 

16-23 February - Orange Banjo Paterson Festival, Or-

ange NSW. Yeoval Poets Brunch, Banjo's Birthday 

Breakfast, Night Market, 

Performance Poetry Competition, Festival Dinner on 

the Village Green in Molong, Emmaville Family Market 

Day 

MARCH 2020  
Ethel Webb Bundell Literary Awards Poetry and 

Short Story Guidelines and entry forms are 
available from the Societyôs website 
www.swwofwa.com.au  
For further information, call 0415 840 031, or 
email swwofwa@gmail.com  Closing date 31 
March 2020  

 
1 March - King of the Ranges Australian Horsemanship 

Festival, Murrurundi NSW. Poet's Breakfast, Walk-up 

Comp. and Presentation of Written Competition Win-

ners 

7 March - Milton Show open performance poetry com-
petition, Milton NSW. 
 

14 March - Closing Date - Oracles of the Bush Festival, 

performance and written sections, Tenterfield NSW. 

APRIL  

9 April - Closing Date - Laura Literary Awards, Laura 

SA. 

 

10 April - Closing Date - Gulgong Henry Lawson Liter-

ary Awards, Gulgong NSW. 

 

2-5 April - Man from Snowy River Bush Poetry & Music 

Competition, Corryong Victoria. 

INFO     See 21 February closing date for entry forms. 

 

2-5 April - Oracles of the Bush Festival, performance 

and written sections, Tenterfield NSW. 

See 14 March closing date for entry forms. 

 

 

 

 

SILVER QUILL WRITTEN VERSE 2019     RESULTS  

Junior Written Verse   

Third ï Natalie Barr     Into The Night  (Croyden Hills 

Vic)  

Second ï Natalie Barr   Is Anybody Out There  

Winner ï Natalie Barr   My Home  

Novice Written Verse   

Highly Commended ï John Dooley    Itôs All Online   

(Toowoomba Qld)  

  Peter White    The Retirement Village Review   

(Eagley Qld)  

Third -  Peter White  The Pencil Pine and The Pussycat  

Second ï Peter White      Bridget The Barmaid  

Winner ï John Dooley     Miles of Just Nowhere  

Serious  

Commended ï Tom McIlveen    The Wild One    (Port 

Macquarie NSW)  

 Peter OôShaunessy     The Day The Guns Grew Still  

(Eaton WA)  

Brenda Joy Pritchard     Imitation Eagles (Charters 

Towers Qld)  

Highly Commended ï Tom McIlveen   A Simple Epi-

taph  

Chris Taylor ï One Personôs Point of View (Bunbury 

WA)  

Equal Third ï Tom McIlveen       From Gallipoli With 

Love  

Equal Third ï Glenny Palmer     Yesterday, Today and 

Tomorrow (Jimboomba Qld)  

Second ï Tom McIlveen      Old Man Drought  

Winner ï Tom McIlveen        Pappinbarra Dreamtime  

Humorous   

Commended ï Max Merckenschlager     The Pine Val-

ley Murder Hunt (Murray Bridge SA)  

Brenda Joy Pritchard      Booby Traps  

Tom McIlveen       The Breathalyser  

 

Highly Commended ï Tom McIlveen   Busted Flat  

Third -   Tom McIlveen   A Simple Colonoscopy  

Second ï Tom McIlveen   Fishing For A Gucci  

Winner -  Tom McIlveen   Delhi Calling  

 

OVERALL WINNER ï  

TOM McILVEEN     Pappinbarra Dreamtime  

 2nd    TOM MCILVEEN       Delhi Calling  

 3 rd   TOM MCILVEEN     Old Man Drought  

http://www.swwofwa.com.au
mailto:swwofwa@gmail.com
https://www.abpa.org.au/Files/event_2020_MFSR_Info&Program.pdf


 

PROCASTINATION  

Its time to push the pedal to the odd proverbial metal  

to show all males and females I'm a poet of renown.  

A man to be respected, not the usual clown expected.  

Rhyme and meter, simple task, just write it down.  

 

I thought the topic perfect as I've always had a surfeit  

 of the subject matter ï eight lines. For me its just a breeze.  

I did not have a worry. No need to fret or hurry,  

so I put it off, my brain still overseas.  

 

I cleared six weeks of emails, examined dead rat entrails,  

mowed the lawn, caught up six weeks, 'Home and Away'.  

With all my duties done, I was clearly on the run,  

then Bev said, 'The car! Poet's Muster! It's today!'  

 

No time to reap the glory, or to finish off my story.  

 I've failed to do the job, eternal sorrow!  

Mea culpa, it won't do. I've failed, both me and you!  

I promise that I'll finish it tomorrow!   

 

Jem Shorland       Jan 2019  

 

PROCRASTINATION POETRY  

1 Well, I thought Iôd write a poem but then I 

thought again  

2 I couldnôt find a topic except about a hen 

3 Iôll do it after lunch perhaps, the timing 

must be right  

4 But inspiration did not come; I went off for 

a bite  

5 And had a cup of tea  

6 At the rate I am progressing I simply can-

not see  

7 A poem being written, certainly not about 

a hen  

8 Without procrastination, I could have writ-

ten ten  

 

1 Procrastination is not a useful word, it 

stops us in our tracks  

2 It slowly creeps up on us and quietly at-

tacks  

3 It does not care one little bit how much we 

are derailed  

4 And all the time thatôs wasted, we could 

have easily been mailed  

5 To the furthest fragment of Siberia where 

no-one likes to go  

6 That land is cold and very white, thereôs 

lots and lots of snow  

7 We would have to write a poem before the 

brain began to freeze  

8 Or the lungs were wheezing, and the nose 

erupted with a sneeze  

 

1 I was down to run the Muster on the forth-

coming Friday night  

2 The poets were procrastinating, it was go-

ing to be tight  

3 I only had five names down on the pro-

gram to begin  

4 Without a few more starters I could throw 

it in the bin  

5 John and Anne and Christine, plus Cobber 

and our Grace  

6 Could be confidently relied on to come and 

show a face  

7 For all were surely troopers and never let 

you down  

8 When the Procrastinators promise but 

donôt make it into town  

Lorraine Broun  1 January 2020  

Christmas  

I was chatting about the Christmas gift process with a 

couple of people and we are wondering about a change 

of gift exchange.  I have put together a brief question-

naire of suggestions  

O Keep gift exchange as it is  

0 People to bring a re -gift or buy an item to leave 

on stage, unwrapped. When the raffle is drawn 

people to choose the gift that they would like. 

They can then feel free to ask or swap gifts  

0 No gift exchange  

0 Other suggestions 
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Could you please email the response to me or pop it 

in the box at the front desk as you 

come to the next muster.   

We can discuss the results at Boyup 

Brook and let you know the decision. 

Thanks  
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