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Roger Cracknell winner at Toodyay

Roger Cracknell emerged from a strong field to become the 2019 WA Bush Poets State
Champion at the Act Belong Commit Toodyay Bush Poetry Festival held in the Memorial
Hall last weekend. Bill Gordon was second with Peter Blyth third. Poets came from as
far as Geraldton and Albany, while two of the judges travelled from Victoria for the
event. The yarnspinning section was won by Bill Gordon with 101 year old Arthur Leg-
gett a close second. Arthur featured in several of the awards and was the winner of the
Original Humorous and third in the Modern category. What a wonderful achievement
from our elder statesman.

It was pleasing to have three juniors entering this year. They all came from Mandurah
as a result of contact between local poets and schools in the district. We hope to see this section increase in the
future and would like to see students from Toodyay come forward again.

Judges praised all the poets for the excellent standard of performance and commented on the friendly nature of
the weekend. Everyone who attended had a good time and while the competition was fierce, the harmony
among all the people involved is something that is not always evident in similar events in the eastern states.

Newly elected Shire President Bill Manning opened the festival, while Cr Susan Pearce attended the closing cer-

emony on Sunday afternoon and presented certificates and trophies to successful poets. Both expressed appre-
ciation to the WA Bush Poets for selecting Toodyay for their
competition weekend. In reality Rhonda Sullivan from
Toodyay Festivals Inc. approached the bush poets in 2012
and a poetry day resulted. The following year she and An-
drew McCann were the local contacts for the first Bush Po-
etry Festival. Since then the festival has become firmly en-
trenched in Toodyay and receives great support from local
businesses and organisations, both financial and physical.

The Toodyay Historical Society manned a display in the foy-
er of the Memorial Hall and attracted a deal of attention
from the many visitors who attended the weekend.

WA Bush Poets president Bill Gordon expressed thanks to
the sponsors, particularly Toodyay Shire and Visitors Centre
for their continuing support since the first festival. Other
local sponsors were the Toodyay Op Shop, Makit Hardware
and the Toodyay Caravan Park. The WA Government again
provided sponsorship through Healthway and Roadwise,
and all this assistance ensures the Bush Poets will be back
in Toodyay again next year. The hall has already been
booked for 30 ™ October i 1% November, 2020.

Bill Gordon
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President 6s Preambl e Decembe

The last two months have been the busiest | have known as a bush poet and it gives me a sense
of pride to be president of this association. | have been to Esperance, Nambung, Toodyay, Donny-
brook, and three shows in Perth. There have been other shows in WA including Albany Show and
meetings of our regional groups.

Toodyay was again a great success both socially and poetry -wise. Congratulations to Roger Crack-
nell on being awarded the titte WA Champion Poet. Roger has been a serious contender in the past

and was a very popular winner. The competition was so close that the result was not determined

until the last event was held. Yarnspinning was even closer with Arthur Leggett only one point be-

hind me. What an inspiration to us all to share the stage with Arthur, and to witness him winning

the Original Humorous section.

The judges were in awe of the high standard of the poetry and Tim Sheed and Geoffrey Graham
returned to Victoria full of praise for WA Bush Poets and Yarnspinners. The fellowship and harmony
in our group is not to be found in the east. | wish to thank all the poets, committee and volunteers
who all played their part to make Toodyay such a success. Just another reason | am proud to lead
our association.

Have a go day was well worth attending and while we only had one spot on the main stage, we
had another three spots during the day. Quite a deal of interest was shown in our shows on the
Crystal Swan coming up in January and February as part of the Perth World Fringe Festival.

The Donnybrook Poetry and Picnic Day attracted 50 people to the beautiful garden setting of Tony
and Sandra Scaffidi. Another good day enjoyed by all. The Bunbury Bush Poets and particularly
Alan Aitken are to be congratulated on putting this day on.

Our final event for the year is the Christmas Muster on Friday 6 ™ December for Port, Pies and Po-
etry. Remember to bring a present (to the value of $10) and come and share some Christmas
cheer.

| wish all our members a safe and Happy Christmas and New Year.

Bill Gordon. President
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RESULTS OF WA STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS held in Toodyay 1 st.3" November 2019
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COMPETITIONS AROUND
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Tom Collins Poetry Prize

Submit poems up to 60 lines for
this annual competition, inaugu-
rated by FAWWA in 1975 in
memory of the Australian author
Joseph Furphy, who wrote under
the pseudonym Tom Collins. En-
try fee: $10 per entry. Closing
date: Sunday 15 December.
Further details can be found on

FAWWA's website
FEBRUARY 2020
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Ranges Written Bush
tionCooranbong NSW.
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Hi, Bill and Meg and all the amazing WA poets.
Thank you very much for a wonderful weekend T itwas great
to meet all the Bush poets and see how they do it on the other

I zside >I,fgglum;.bthe #9019/t be very iffigulgas the standard

was very high and the individual styles, |

feuhd riveting.

A friendly bunch
where and the feedback | got from my
workshop was exceptional.

A special thank you for the barbecue on
the last night 7 to those who did all the
L, preparation i you excelled yourselves.
L 0 neRehtudlly arv@ back home at 9:15
ePM Gur timfe ' € 8o itMwas 16ng day.
Ehort story

All the best & keep smiling

you
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Footnote from our President:

These workshops usually last about two
hours. Geoffreyods

interes
went three and a half hours and could have been much longer
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had we not had to break for dinner.

Photo by Meg Gordon

Christmas round the world
is different everywhere

and in Australia

heat is in the air

There is no sign of snow.

It's summer don’t you know?
We’'ve got our hats and swimsuits on,
it's to the beach we go

Oh Christmas in Australia 6
is Christmas in the sun »
Christmas in Australia
is hot for everyone!
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~ Great free Poetry newsletter: especial-
"? ly good for Queensland events
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/jackr/4499518501/
https://writingwa.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2fb8151290ef5fcc58d2e5b18&id=11356ab8d7&e=71b6c52515

Bush Poem - Clodagh Naglewicz - 17 years and
Under WA State Champion - 2019



